United States Senate 

WVASHtMGTCffv, DC 20S1S-6200 

April It 2010 

Via Electronic Transmission 



Commissioner 

West Virginia Bureau for Medical Services 
State of West Virginia 
350 Capitol Street 
Charleston, WV 25301 



In the United States, the federal and state governments spend roughly $317 billion 
every year on Hie Medicaid program. As Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on 
Finance, I have an obligation to ensure that taxpayer dollars are appropriately spent on 
federal health care programs. Like the Medicare program, Medicaid suffers from 
systemic weaknesses that lead to fraud, waste, and abuse across the program, resulting in 




prescription drugs, whether through drug abuse or outright fraud, plays a sij 
in the rising cost of our healthcare system. The purpose of this letter is to request 




In recent inquiries, I have asked the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

addition to these concerns, a recent CNN report detailed the increasing abuse of 
OxyContin, Roxicodone, and Xanax. Specifically, the report described the role some 
pain management clinics and physicians play in the black market for these drugs. I 




utilization are affecting the Medi 
compare to the national rates. 

To that end, please provide charts that list of the top ten Medicaid prescribers of 
the following drugs for the years 2008 and 2009. For each prescriber, please provider 
his/her prescriber identifier, and the number of prescriptions written per drug per year, 



• Ability; 

• Geodon; 

• Seroquel; 



• OxyContin; 

• Roxicodone; and 

• Xanax. 

I thank you in advance for your cooperation and request that you provide the 




correspondence should be sent electronically in PDF format to Brian J)owney@finance~ 
rep.senate.gov or via facsimile to (202) 228-2131. Of course should you wish to discuss 
this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact Christopher Armstrong of my 




Charles E. Grassley 
Ranking Member 
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

Bureau for Medical Services 
Commissioner's Office 

Joe Manchin HI 350 Capitol Street - Room 251 Paf sy A. Hardy, FACHE, MSN, MBA 

Governor Charleston, West Virginia 25301-3706 Cabinet Secretary 

Phone: (304) 558-1700 - Fax: (304) 558-1451 

August 10, 2010 



The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 



135 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 



This letter is written in response to your April 21, 2010, 
identify and report the top ten Medicaid prescribers of certain drugs. I, along with my staff, apprec 
fact that overutilization of prescription drugs contributes to the rising cost of Medicaid expenditures and 
inappropriate use of these agents can have devastating societal consequences. In order to minimize these 

Virginia, in conjunction with the federally mandated Drug Utilization Review and Retrospective Drug 
Utilization Review programs, works to educate prescribers and pharmacy providers when overutilization 
occurs or is suspected. Pharmacy claims are processed using a state-of-the-art system which recognizes 



in order to eliminate or reduce overutilization. In addition, over-utilizing members are placed in the 
pharmacy lock-in program which limits their access to one pharmacy provider for their Medicaid-covered 
drugs. In total, West Virginia Medicaid has been very successful in preventin 
of prescription drugs with resulting reduction in federal and state expenditures. 



Enclosed, please find the information you requested. In order to preserve the integrity of our 
Medicaid providers and assure the continuation of provider participation for this vulnerable population, I 
respectfully request that the information be kept confidential. The release of information which specifically 
identifies physicians may result in unintended consequences for those physicians who provide medically 
necessary services while assuring quality of care within their specialties. With the current situation in our 
state, any loss of provider enrollment, particularly specialists, will negatively impact access to care for our 
members. Moreover, we already monitor the quality and integrity of our programs to help ensure proper 
utilization of Medicaid-paid services and a fair hearing for Medicaid providers. 
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Report Date: 05/06/2010 
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2008 



Provider Identifier Total Brand Generic Total Unique Paid Amount 

Prescriptions Prescriptions Prescriptions Members 

1174537831 718 716 2 151 $227,333.03 

1659378354 633 629 4 162 $109,574.82 

1376629592 561 559 2 182 $139,462.01 

BP1737470 504 504 155 $149,411.02 

1659410322 470 466 4 128 $108,945.54 

1487793972 464 462 2 145 $115,821.60 

BG2383773 399 399 133 $68,321.20 

1265523039 340 337 3 71 $57,667.93 

AS2295904 337 337 127 $76,091.27 

1194833442 333 333 W $97,68236 

Iroxicopone" 2008 | 

Provider Identifier Total Brand Generic Total Unique Paid Amount 

Prescriptions Prescriptions Prescriptions Members 

1558356907 1,580 1,580 268 $138,088.39 

BR6941353 1,441 1,441 262 $127,421.03 

1548328800 965 965 153 $38,934.57 

1275630097 941 941 167 $83,16473 

1841268893 936 938 149 $85,970.73 

1942373923 877 877 126 $63,880.35 

1619056124 745 745 79 $62,515.42 

AS2295904 692 692 533 $18,266.05 

BK0854592 626 626 140 $28,318.54 

1598821449 622 622 112 $42,198.12 



SEROQUEL 2008 



Provider Identifier Total Brand Generic Total Unique Paid Amount 

Prescriptions Prescriptions Prescriptions Members 

1174537831 723 723 166 $223,981.62 

1871579524 566 566 142 $100,949.16 

BP1737470 508 508 179 $146,120.63 

1649356866 409 409 97 $74,305.52 

AH7362205 407 407 124 $71,539.95 

1477540110 348 348 104 $81,604.62 

1790729028 340 340 80 $80,614.01 

1053339135 340 340 64 $78,637.94 

1720021447 337 337 120 $70,202.30 

1659410322 318 318 100 $62,010.57 

1073546545 318 318 92 $75,098.33 
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Report Date: 05/06y2010 
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1942373923 2,118 262 1,856 167 

1558356907 1,941 36 1,905 277 $137,800.56 

1548328800 1,208 1,208 161 $44,463.70 

1619056124 ' 1,173 11 1,162 84 $75,849.01 

1598821449 1,099 91 1,008 114 $100,251.29 

1457313025 933 113 820 116 $93,207.58 
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